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an unembodied spirit will consist in a consciousness of the favour of GOD, in the contemplation of truth, and in the possession of felicitating ideas.' BOSWELL. ' But, Sir, is there any harm in our forming to ourselves conjectures as to the particulars of our happiness, though the scripture has said but very little on the subject ? " We know not what we shall be." ' JOHNSON. ' Sir, there is no harm. What philosophy suggests to us on this topick is probable: what scripture tells us is certain. Dr. Henry More' has carried it as far as philosophy can. You may buy both his theological and philosophical works in two volumes folio, for about eight shillings.' BOSWELL. ' One of the most pleasing thoughts is, that we shall see our friends again.' JOHNSON. ' Yes, Sir; but you must consider, that when we are become purely rational, many of our friendship's will be cut off. Many friendships are formed by a community of sensual pleasures: all these will be cut off. We form many friendships with bad men, because they have agreeable qualities, and they can be useful to us; but, after death, they can no longer be of use to us. We form many friendships by mistake, imagining people to be different from what they really are. After death, we shall see every one in a true light. Then, Sir, they talk of our meeting our relations: but then all relationship is dissolved; and we shall have no regard for one person more than another, but for their real value. However, we shall either have the satisfaction of meeting our friends, or be satisfied without meeting them V BOSWELL. ' Yet, Sir, we see in scripture, that Dives still retained an anxious concern about his brethren.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, we must either suppose that passage to be metaphorical, or hold with many divines, and all the Purgatorians, that departed souls do not all at once arrive at the utmost perfection of which they are
1 ' Dr. Henry More, of Cambridge, Johnson did not much affect; he was a Platonist, and, in Johnson's opinion, a visionary. He would frequently cite from him, and laugh at, a passage to this effect:—" At the consummation of all things, it shall come to pass that eternity shall shake hands with opacity." ' Hawkins's Johnson, p. 543.
3 See post, April 17,1778, and May 19,1784.
capable.'gitim-d thr fuur..* English."'   Cockburn, in forgetfulmrss of Mullet's ruse, HHVH tJuit' tt»r acquisition of a pure English accent by a full-grown Seoirhuuut r, fortunately impossible.'ee post, May 9, 1773, and May 13,1778.
